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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 • S This communication is responsive to 1-3-06 . 

2. |El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4.6-21 and 23-25 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Hunter Webb, Reg. 54,593 on 27 January 2006. 

2. Examiner amends Claims 1, 17, 23 and 25. Currently Claims 1-4, 6-21 
and 23-25 are pending in the application. 

See attached Examiner's Amendment. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
None of the prior art of record, taken individually or in any combination, 

teach, inter alia, a system and method for creating one or more workflow steps 
defining a set of routing rules for one or more resources that trigger said workflow 
steps; creating one or more sub-flow processes, said sub-flow processes 
incorporating one or more of pre-existing internal workflow processes; creating 
one or more workflow conditions based on one or more formulas, said conditions 
specified in one of the following ways: success, failure, a percentage of success 
or a percentage of failure, creating one or more external process workflow 
objects, said objects exchanging data with one or more sources external to the 
organization in said network, analyzing in real time said one or more workflow 
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processes; creating workflow processes using workflow steps, routing rules, 
subflow processes, workflow conditions, external process workflow objects, and 
routing one or more resources locally and remotely using the routing rules and 
intelligent search engine; analyzing the workflow processes in real time to 
optimize workflow functionality, as recited in independent Claims 1,17 and 25. 

The novelty of the invention is in the combination of the limitations cited in 
independent Claims 1, 17 and 25 and not in any specific individual claim 
limitation. 

The prior art reference most closely resembling the applicants claimed 
invention is Chatterjee. While Chatterjee discloses creating workflows, workflow 
steps, and providing resources, it lacks analyzing the workflow process in real 
time to optimize functionality, as recited in Claims 1,17 and 25. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Cho JP 1 1 31 6780 A discloses a hierarchical workflow management 
system. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jonathan G. Sterrett whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6881 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 



JGS 1-12-06 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . (Currently Amended) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management 
module integrated Ayith an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of 
workflow processes in an organization , said system comprising: 

a workflow segment designer creating one or more workflow steps defining a set of 
routing rules for one or more resources that trigger said workflow steps; 

' a sub-flow designer creating one or more sub-flow processes, said sub-flow processes 
incorporating one or more of pre-existing internal workflow processes; 

a condition designer creating one or more workflow conditions based on one or more 
formulas, said conditions specified in one of the following ways; success, failure, a percentage of 
a success or a percentage of a failure; 

an external process designer creating one or more external process workflow objects, said 
objects exchanging data with one or more sources external to the organization in said network; 

a workflow analyzer analyzing in real-time said one or more workflow processes; 

said system creating workflow processes using said workflow segment designer, sub- 
flow designer, condition designer and external process designer, and said system, routing said one 
or more resources locally and remotely using said set of routing rules and said intelligent search 
engine, and said system analyzing, via said workflow analyzer, said created workflow process in 
realtime to optimize workflow functionality, 

wherein said intelligent search engine is a rules-based engine , 

2. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
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integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said system further comprising a deadline handler that 
provides for control of workflow processing times through deadlines. 

3. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 2, wherein said deadlines is defined in one of the following ways: based 
on a value extracted from a form or based on a predefined deadline. 

4. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said system further comprises a requestor filter to restrict said 
routing based on identities of requestors triggering said workflow steps. 

5. (Cancelled). 
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6. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim [[5]] 1 9 wherein said rules associated with said rules engine are stored in a 
rules database, 

7. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said formulas are interpreted using said intelligent search 
engine to determine appropriate workflow recipients for said one or more resources. 

8. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1 wherein said created workflow processes are stored in a central 
database for future access by other workflow processes. 

9. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim I, wherein said system further comprises a workflow administration 
manager setting the frequency and priority of said created workflow processes, 

10. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
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processes, as per claim 9, wherein said workflow administration manager is implemented using a 
Java serviet. 

1 1 . (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1 , wherein said workflow analyzer further comprises a statistical analyzer 
analyzing workflow history of said workflow processes. 

12. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 11, wherein said statistical analyzer further comprises: 

an average processing time estimator calculating an average processing time of each of 
said one or more, created workflow processes;. 

a daily load estimator calculating a daily load associated with each user in said system, 

and 

a global load estimator calculating the overall load associated with each user in said 

system. 

13. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said network comprises any of the following: local area 
network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), HTTP network, world wide web (WWW), wireless 
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network, PSTN/PBX network, or Internet. 



14. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said remote source accessed by said external process workflow 
objects is a remote database. 

15. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1, wherein said one or more resources to be routed are further updated by 
accessing a script library. 

16. (Original) A system for designing a network-enabled workflow management module 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 15, wherein said script library is an application programming interface 
(APT) library. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management 
algorithm integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of 
workflow processes in an organization , said method comprising: 

defining one more workflow events that trigger workflow processing; 

building one or more workflow cycles using one or more workflow objects, said step of 
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building said one or more workflow cycle further comprising; 

creating one or mote workflow steps defining a set of routing rules for one or more 
resources that trigger said workflow processing; creating one or more sub-flow processes 
incorporating pre-existing internal workflow processes; 

creating one or more workflow conditions based on one or more formulas; 

creating one or more external process workflow objects for exchanging data with one 
more sources external to the organization in said network, m4 

customizing one or more routing and notification messages so said one or more resources 
arc routed in said workflow cycle based on customized routing types, routing rules, routing 
options, and notification messages, 

validating said created one or more workflow cycles, aaad 

analyzing said validated one or more workflow cycles in real-time to optimize workflow 
functionality , and 

statistically analyzing said validated one more workflow cycles . 

18. (Original) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management algorithm 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 17, wherein said method further comprises setting deadtine date 
controlling workflow processing times in said one more workflow cycles. 

19. (Original) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management algorithm 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 

r 
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processes, as per claim 18, wherein said deadline date is defined in any of the following ways: 
with a handling margin that defines a predetermined amount of time said resources are to stay 
unprocessed in said one or more workflow processes or defined based on an extracted value from 
a form. 

20. (Original) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management algorithm 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 1 7, wherein said method further comprises restricting routing based on 
identities of requestors triggering said workflow processing. 

21. (Original) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management algorithm 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time an alysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 17, wherein said method further comprises setting the frequency and 
priority of said created one or more workflow processes. 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management 
algorithm integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of 
workflow processes, as per claim 32 17, wherein said step of statistically analyzing said validated 
one or more workflow cycles comprising: 

calculating an average processing time associated with each of said one or more created 

F 
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workflow processes; 

calculating a daily load associated with each requestor in said one or more work cycles, 

and 

calculating a global load associated with each requestor in said one or more work cycles. 

24. (Original) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management algorithm 
integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of workflow 
processes, as per claim 17, wherein said network comprises any of the following: local area 
network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), HTTP network, world wide web (WWW), wireless 
network, PSTN/PBX network, or Internet. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method for designing a network-enabled workflow management 
module integrated with an intelligent search engine to provide for a real time analysis of 
workflow processes in an organization , said method comprising: 

creating one or more workflow processes, said step of creating one or more workflow 
processes further comprising: 

creating one or more workflow steps defining a set of routing rules for one or more 
resources that trigger said workflow steps; 

creating one or more sub-flow processes, said sub- flow processes incorporating one or 
more of pre-existing internal workflow processes; 

creating one or more workflow conditions based on one or more formulas, said conditions 
specified in one of the following ways: success, failure, a percentage of a success or a percentage 

r 
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of a failure; 

creating one or more external process workflow objects, said objects exchanging data 
with one or more sources external to the organization in said network, qm& 

analyzing said created one or more workflow process in real-time to optimize workflow 
functionality; 

routing said one or more resources locally and remotely, using said set of routing rules and 
said intelligent search engine: and 

controlling workflow processing times through deadlines. 

26. (Canceled). 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Canceled), 

29. (Canceled). 

30. (Canceled). 
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